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SUBJECT: LEBANESE PRESIDENCY 

1 . THE LEBANESE AMBASSADOR TO THE HOLY SEE, BOUTROS DIB, 

CALLED ON ME THIS MORNING AT HIS REQUEST. HE EXPRESSED GREAT 
CONCERN OVER THE SITUATION IN LEBANON, INDICATING THAT HE HAD 
BEEN IN TOUCH WITH PEOPLE THERE WHO WERE URGING HIM TO OFFER 
HIMSELF AS A POSSIBLE REPLACEMENT FOR PRESIDENT FRANJIEH. 

2. DIB EMPHASIZED THAT HE HOPES FRANJIEH WILL REMAIN IN OF- 
FICE; HOWEVER, ASSUMING THAT FRANJIEH MUST LEAVE, DIB SAID 
HE WAS GIVING SERIOUS CONSIDERATION TO HIS OWN ACTIONS. HE 
SAID, HOWEVER, THAT BEFORE COMING TO A FINAL CONCLUSION HE 
WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHETHER HIS CANDIDACY WOULD POSE ANY PROB 
LEMS FOR THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. 

3. I TOLD HIM THAT, OF COURSE, I HAD NO BACKGROUND ON THE 
SITUATION IN LEBANON AND COULD GIVE HIM NO IMMEDIATE RESPONSE 
BUT I WOULD UNDERTAKE TO INFORM THE DEPARTMENT OF HIS APPROACH 
AND THAT IF THERE WERE ANYTHING TO REPORT I WOULD BE IN TOUCH 
WITH HIM AGAIN. 

4. REQUEST GUIDANCE. VOLPE 
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